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March 4 1993

Mr. James Quello

Acting Chair .

 Federal Communications Commission .
© 1919 M Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Mr. Quello:

I am writing to you on behalf of several of my constituents who
have enlisted my assistance.

It is my understanding that they are quite concerned about the
effects of PR Docket 92-235 on model airplane use. Accordingly,
I would like to take this opportunity to express my interest on
behalf of my constituents and to request that their concerns be
reviewed as expeditiously as possible.

Thank you for your cooperatlon in this regard I will look
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'CLOUD KINGS R/C CLUB R
' Alvin Johnson, EDITOR ,
- 7201 Cream Road»,~
Oxford,, PA 19363 ") .

'Feb. 20, 1993

FEB 26 1993

T

U.S. House of Representatives, FEB g o @@3
&

Washington, 0.C. 20515

Dear Mr. Walker,

) The Federal Communications Commission is planning changes
to the 72-76 MHZ radio control band which will severely impact
the safe use of this band for control of model aircraft.

On PR Docket 92-235, FCC will ask to reduce these radio
frequencies from 50 to 19, which will congest useability of
if the equipment. Such congestion will multiply risk of in-
terference related accidents while flying model aircraft.
Some of our models are of nine (9) foot wingspan and occasionly
weigh up to 40 pounds. Injury accidents currently are rare.
Model fFlyers exercise safety precautions which directly affect
this result. If the FCC "infects" the 72-76 MHZ band with the
land mobile units to take our place, epidemic amounts of control
losses will occur.

At our flying meets all over the United States, thousands
of participants and spectators attend. This proposal, if adopted,
can cause untold numbers of injuries, deaths and lawsuits. The
FCC being America's premier authority on radio matters, should be
aware of this. Interference on voice use is just a mimor aggrava-
tion. It causes "out of control" in model aircraft.

My models and equipment are worth a great deal of money. I
do not want them destroyed or be forced to discard all of it. As
a model R/C hobbiest, I buy merchandise, which will cease if this
FCC proposal is adopted. Manufacturers and dealers will suffer.

R/C model building and Flying is enjoyed by retired persons,
and is useful to encourage the young into aviation careers. We
don't need to discourage either by limiting the radio control fre-

-gquencies or making them dangerous to use. Please vote against FCC

getting their proposed changes.

Sincerely,

Myin £ Joneson % (C
28t-Croar oot
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Tear Renresentative "alker, '

I arm writing re: PR Docket ©2-235. Althcugh
for more radio frequencies
for mobile vhones etc., those drcenosed will be ex-
tremely close to those us2d by ooneraters of radic
controlled airnlenes, bosts and reliconters. £s
these are ‘mobile” tne7 viculd interfer with gignals
bYeing use? tec control ths model asirplesne etc. =t

+ 1.

times not exnected and render the controls useless

This can result in aﬂchent~, logss of expensive equip-
ment, and possible injury tc peosle. (4 model airplane

out of ceontrecl and unable to resvond tc signels

from the operater- signal bWOCxed— or responding

to a signal from a mobile phcre could crash intc an
inocent bystander.)

rive msny

ting radic

¢ transmitters
T

1.

I am disabled, unable to vork and
hours of »lezsure from bUlld‘J” and c¢con
controlled model =airplanes., I own 2 ra
and 3 receivers which would be unusuable these
freguencies sre adooted. ¥y models weigh to 10
1bs. and travel 25 to 50 mph., so you csn see the

[ =
g

[ST B o7

I ®» O

Oy

darage an cut ol contrcl model airplene could inflice.
Plesse reccnesider the implementation of the
insertion of these rscdio frequencies.

MR. LINWOOD LILLEY
RT. 5 BOX 418
COATESVILLE, PA. 19320
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February 12, 1993

The Honorable Representative Walker
United States House of Representatlves
Washington,  D. C..20515 :

Dear Representative Walker:

I am writing to you today to convey my concern regarding PR
Docket 92-235. I am an active member of a local Radio Controlled
Airplane Club and usually fly every weekend. I currently operate
three radia control transmitter receiver pairs which would be
affected by the proposed rules. All of this equipment is very
new and was purchased to comply with FCC Regulations regarding
Narrow Banding adopted in 1991. The approximate value each of my
sets range between %120 to $200, and when you combine that with
the value of the airplanes and support equipment I have a lot to
loose!

Building and operating radio controlled airplanes is a fast
growing hobby. R C Clubs must take great care in managing
frequencies to maintain safety and this will only become maore
difficult if the proposed rules go into affect. The reason this
is troublesome is that the average model weighs between 10 to 25
lbs. traveling up to 90 MPH, some are even larger and faster! If
our frequencies become more crowded the potential for accidents
and potential damage to people and property increases.

In circumstances where an operator is unaware af a rule change
and continues to operate affected equipment, the potential damage
from a 10 to 25 1b. unguided missile is frightening.

In closing, our hobby offers enjoyment to senior citizens,
children and all ages between. Many thousands of people derive
many hours of enjoyment Ffrom the time and money they have
invested into the hobby. Please don™t open up out frequencies to
other uses.

Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,
.y
/ V\wb«wﬁ
Michael Laml

234 Charlec Street
Coatesville PA 12320
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I am very actlve in a local club whose members enjoy
constructing and operating radio-controlled model airplanes.

"I personally own 6 radios, 9 R/C models ‘and have a workshop

full of other products necessary to operating my models.

I am very concerned about the proposed rule that is currently
under consideration by the Federal Communications Commission
(FCC). The proceeding is PR Docket 92-235. If adopted the new
rule will greatly reduce the usability of frequencies currently

‘assigned for R/C model use and -increase the risk of accidents

and attendant llablllty

Our radio-control frequenciés are in the 72-76 MHz band.
This band is primarily used for private land mobile dispatch
operations. However, our radio-control frequencies in this band
are far enough apart from theland mobile frequencies that we have
been able to share the band without either use interfering with

the other.

The Notice of Proposed Rule Making (NPRM) in PR Docket 92-235
replaces Part 90 of the rules with a new Part 88. Part 90 allows
for safe use of R/C aircraft and surface models by keeping 10Khz
spacing between fixed commercial users and frequencies used by
R/C enthusiasts. The new Part 88 will allow mobile users on
frequencies within 2.5Khz of frequencies available to us,
eliminating safe use of at least 31 of the 50 channels on the
72MHz band(for R/C aircraft) and 10 of the 30 frequencies on the
75 MHz band (for R/C cars and boats) now used by hobbyists. In
fact, more channels will likelvy be affected.

When we operate our R/C models, we go to great lengths to
assure the safety of the operators and bystanders and the pro-
tection of property. Many of our safety precautions involve the
careful coordination and use of the radio control frequencies.
If the number of usable frequencies is diminished as proposed by
the FCC, the remaining frequencies will become congested and the
margin of safety will be greatly decreased.

I don't think it is wise of the FCC to seek to expand the
operation conditions of land mobile radio users at the expense of
the radio-control modelers. The FCC may not think we are as
important as business users of radio, but we have a considerable
investment in our models and in our radio equipment. It is
sizeable industry that must be saved from these detrimental FCC
actions. The hobby provides many hours of enjoyment to hundreds
of thousands of people like myself and contributes to the advance-
ment and development of the commercial aviation industry.

BT
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: Page 2

Please help me contlnue the safe enJoyment of my pastlme
by not allowing the FCC to carry out its proposal PR Docket92-235
for the 72-76 MHz band. We all need your help urgently because
the 'FCC has a deadline of February 26, 1993 after which it may
. become more difficult to avoid haltlng these proposals from
g01ng 1nto effect

Sinderely,

Svlvest . Yode
SBY:mly ' ffi7Lg 42425//
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The Honorable Robert Walker
February 23, 1993 :
Page two . L

I.do not think it.is wise of the FCC to seek to improve-the operating.conditions of land
mobile radio users at the expense of radio control modelers. The FCC may not think
‘we are as important as business users of radios, but'we have a considerable investment
in our models and in our radio equipment. My.personal investment in radio equipment
affected by the proposed changes approaches $1400. The hobby provides many hours
of enjoyment to thousands of people like myself and contributes to the advancement

41 Aanralnnmons Af tha namma=ninl avirtian induntenr _ .
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Please help me continue the safe enjoyment of my pastime by not allowing the FCC

to carry out its proposals for the 72-76 MHz band.

Sincerely,

Y
4 ~ g
CAwand (. Lbe,

_Edward C. Goretzka




B |/ S A . ¢ N—

- February 19, 1993

'The Honorable Richard T. Schulze
U.S. House of RepresentatWes '
'{"Washmgton, DC’ 20515 ‘

Dear Mr. Schulze

‘Tam a retu‘ed Aeronautical Engineer and derive many hours of en,)oyment from construction and -
operatmg radm eontrolled model a.trplanes

I am very concemed about proposed rules that are currently under consxderatlon by the Federal
Communications Commission (FCC). The proceeding is PR Docket 92-235. If adopted, the new rules will
greatly reduce the usability of frequencies currently assigned for model use and increase the risk of accidents
and attendant liability for controlling model airplanes.

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72 - 76 MHz band. This band is primarily used for private

land mobile dispatch operations. However our radio control frequencies in this band are far enough apart

. from the land mobile frequencies that we have been able to share the band without either use interfering with
the other. . A . :

_ Presently the FCC is considering the creation of more land mobile frequencies by splitting them into
narrower bandwidths and rearranging the band plan. As a result, many land mobile frequencies will move
closer to the radio control frequencies and cause interference to radio control operations. It is my
understanding that of the 50 frequencies presently available for radio control of model airplanes, only 19
frequencies will be left if these new rules are adopted.

When we fly our model airplanes under radio control, we go to great lengths to assure the safety of

the operators and bystanders and the protection of property. Many of our safety precautions involve the

careful coordination and use of the radio control frequencies. If the number of usable frequencies is
—diminichaduae nronagad e dh- FOC tha semeinin-femyanoinsnill g reciad o b e
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Please understand that many model airplanes have wing spans up to 10 feet and weigh as much as
30 or 40 pounds. The models themselves are expensive to build; but more to the point, they are capable of
causing property damage, serious injury, or even death if radio interference causes the operator to lose control
of the craft. We often fly our models at organized events and contests where hundreds of operators participate.
We need the use of our full complement of radio frequencies in order to assure a safe flying environment.

I do not think it is wise of the FCC to seek to improve the operating conditions of land mobile radio
users at the expense of radio control modelers. The FCC may not think we are as important as business users
of radios, but we have a considerable investment in our models and in our radio equipment. The hobby
provides many hours of enjoyment to thousands of people like myself and contributes to the advancement and
development of the commercial aviation industry.

my pastime by not allowing the FCC to carry out its

MQ/Q@M )

David S. Schill

Please help me continue the safe enjo
proposals for the 72 - 76 MHz band.
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The Honorable Curt Weldon - . o ‘} UTH e ramiager oy i |

United States House of Reps. ' . GAT L )

Washington. DC 20515 D . ‘ . o , e

Re: Proposed FCC Rule Changes Threaten the Un.itéd,Sta.tes's-thio Contro"éd Model Industry. -~ o
.=
' - Y 3
2 E;:ﬁ-‘* L _ Ef;;%' T ?
R ——————————————————

" school. This one of the very rewarding hobbies available that we should all be encouraging our children to participate in and
exposing them to in jr. high and high school. Perhaps if more kids pamcxpated in an active hobby like thls they would .-
spend less time & money on J;rymg drugs, cigarettes, alcohol q:h&‘.\% :

I am writing to you today as Ifeel that changes @e}bv the FCC will m'eatlv diminish the airspace available to this
importarit activity and threaten the model industry itself. . The model industry is a very active part of the US economy and
don't feel it should be forced out of business by the frequency spectrum greed of the cellular phone & pager companies, most
of whose products are manufactured out of this country. I currently have over $5000 invested in model equipme, most of
which was manufactuered in the US. Conversely, I have over $2000 invested in cellular phone equipmen, all of which was
manufactured out of the US.

I am very concerned about propased rules that are currently under consideration by the Federal Communications
Commission (FCC). The proceeding is PR Docket 92-235. If adopted, the new rules will greatly reduce the use ability of
frequencies currently assxgned for model use and increase the risk of accidents and attendant liability for controlling model

airplanes.

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72-76 MHz band. This band is primarily used for private land mobile dispatch
operations. However, our radio control frequencies in this band are far enough apart from the land mobile frequencws that
we have been able to share the band without either use interfering with the other.

Now the FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by splitting them into narrower bandwidths and rearranging the
band plan. As a result, many land mobile frequencies will move closer to the radio control frequencies and cause
interference to radio control operations. Iam told that of the 50 frequencies that are presently available for radio control of
model airplanes, only 19 frequencies will be lett if these new rules are adopted.

When we fly our model airplanes under radio control, we go to great lengths to assure the safety of the operators and

huctandaere and thae nratactiorm b mroarstrty MNManyu ofF air cabotur mracratifiane imunlus the careafil coanrdination and 1ice ot tha
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o January 23, 1933- . T
The Honorable Robert Walker L T e
United States Senate _ : ._’4§; -
Washington, D.C. 20510 B e
. . A . ) _
. o .
‘I'm an- avtlve member ln the Hubby nf R/ ﬁ@%nes.“ I fly several

't1mes a weel at our. club flying rleld and ‘have . appru«xmately %,
tied up in ‘this hobby. Much of this money is in the radios: thdt fly-
these 40 plus lb. models. .

I'm writing to the FCC to convey my concern for the safety of ay
models and friends (other flyers and spectators) because I und~rstand
that you’ve considering PR Dacket 92-3235. I you adopt these new
rules you will greatly reduce the usability =i the frequencies ,
currently assigned for model use and you will knowingly increase the
risk aof accidents and attendant liability for controlling model
airplanes.

Our radiae control frequencies are in the 72-76 MHz band. This
band is pr1nar11y used for private land mobiles dispatch operations,

iy > - — e e Fr ey M@ r— -l:u] i " _GQ_’EHEQ =ity +. fuv~m thoca T
L.=
m=bile frequencies that we have been able to share the band without

either use interfering with the aother.

If the FIC creates more land mobile fre=quencies by splitting them
into narrower bandwidths the frequencies will move claoser to the radio
control frequencies and cauwse interference. I'm told that with the
new restructuring only 19 of the S0 frequencies will be left for R/C.

Many of the safety precautions we take involve careful
coordination and use of the radio contral frequencies. If you
diminish the frequencies, they will become congested and the margin
safety will be greatly decreased. These models are often flown at
spectator events where hundreds of people could be injured or even
killed. The fact that the new mobile use would or could be anywhere
further complicates the problem.

-
DU

I don’t think its wise of the FCL to sessk t: improve the
operating conditions of land mobile radic ussrzs ‘at the expense of
radico control modelers. The FOO may not think we are as important as
business usere of radios, but we have a conciderable investiment in cur
models and in owr rvadio equipment. The hobby provides many hours of
enjoyment to thousands of people like myself, and contributes to the
advancement and development of the commercial aviation industry.

I'm asking you to help us continue the safe enjoyment of our pastime

by not allowing the FCO to carry out the 72-7&6MHz proposals (FFR Docket

'..-a':.' ._\.J_J )

: | Fespect fully, ’ ) ,
o o s b A
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Febmary 13, 1993 B et

The Honorable Rohert S Walker
United States House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 205 15

Dear Mr. Walker:

working in America is a stressful way to support a famfly and enjoy life. Inan
attempt to reduce the stress of corporate America | have found pleasure and peace in my
hobby, flying radio controlled model airplanes. | started this hobby over 18 years ago.

| have recently learned that the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is
considering a rule change that could spell disaster for my hobby. My hobby uses radio
waves to control the airplanes. The proceeding is PR Docket 92-235. If adopted, the
new rule will virtually shut down my hobby.

Americans are lawsuit happy. Flying model pianes is a risk. The current risk is
minimal today. The new ruling will tremendously increase this risk to the point that |
will not fly for fear that loosing control of my plane may damage personal property or
serfously hurt someone. '

Currently the spacing of our radio frequencies for radio controlled airplanes is far
enough apart that we seldom experience interference from other radio wave sources. The
new FCC ruling would place 2 new frequencies between our current FCC granted model
airplane frequencies. To make matters worse, the new frequencies will be allocated for
mobile use. This means that we will not know when a stronger radio signal is nearby
until our airplanes experience trouble in the air.

I receive enough stress at work; | don't want to have a lot of stress in my hobby.
Model planes can be very large and weigh as much as 40 pounds. My model club goes to
great efforts to make flying a safe and fun activity. With the addition of these new
frequencies for mobile land use, like cellular telephones, | will have to stop
participating in this hobby. I'm not in a financial position to suddenly drop the use of
$600 worth of electronic equipment for two airplanes.

Please help me continue the safe use of my pastime by not allowing the FCC to
carry out its proposals to change the 72-76 MHz bands currently used for modeling.

Sincerely,

Mr. & Mrs. S. A. Rhood M M

2 Goldenrod Lane

West Grove, PA 19390 Stuart Rhood
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‘WO MiG-21 fighters roared in out of nowhere and
~zoomed across our flying field, making three low-level
passes belore they left, As we stood there with our mouths
open, we all knew for sure that we were a long, long way

~ . {rom home.

This world competition was very well organized; there were very
few problems and no protests. But most of all, it wis a great experi-
ence for the Junior fliers, and they all enjoyed their adventure n a
foreign land, whether they won anything or not.

The eastern European competitors were very capable fliers
with superb equipment. Not surprisingly. they did most of the
winning. Of the others, only France and our boys managed to win
Bronze team medals.

Jody Miller did us proud with his fourth-place Individual win in
FIA he was only one second away from third place. We were
pleased with the fine clfort put forth by all our team members, Mat
Gewain and his wite, Gail, did a superb job of directing our activi-
ties throughout the entire progrim.

Father modelers take note! A priceless expericnce awiits your
sons and daughters i you help thens to make the Junior tcam, There
is no buikder-of-the-madel rule in FAL so you can work with your
edgling and pass atong your skills.

Quer trip began on Wednesday. August 19, 1992, us we converged
on Kennedy Airport from difTerent pants of tie LS. We tist et Jelt

32 Model Aviation ¥

i

After the closing ceremonies, the U.S. team assembles for the
last time on Botkovce airfield as the F1B competitors proudly

wear their hard-earned Bronze medals. i
MokeE HAPPy KIDS <
mode! box we had ever seen. Hwas only about 20 jnches long, yet it

Fedor and his dad. Mike, Jeff way/carrying the tiniest carry-on
contained @ complete FIA glider. The magic shrinking modet feat
s achicved by using o Tour-picee wing and a twao-picee body.

We then miet the rest of the crew, which consisted of eight team
members, 10 supporters. and Team Manager Matt Gewain. Every-
one was it good spirits: the grand advesture had begun,

This was the culmination of months of ¢lfort by alf concerned.
The planes were ready, and we were of( to the Junior Free Flight
World Championships, heid in Lucenee, Crechoslovakia. from
August 22-28 1992,

After adong Qight to Budapest. we clainied our baggeage and
madcel boxes. Fverything arrived okay—with the exeeption of one of
yours trly s suiteases containing much of our clothing, 1t arrived
the nest dav. but we had to deave without

Andras Ree, an old indoor flying friend and o native ol
Budapest. et us ab the airport and led our caravan through town
to the other side, where he lelt as oo the route o Facenee. We all
said we woukd never have made o without i, The border
crossing into Czechoslovakia was accomplished without undue
difficahiy, although the sevious loaking armied goards initinlly

'r',il\'(‘ HY SO e loe concernn., Bat then
tiey posed Tor pictures, and we were on
our \\'Zly.

Arriving in Lucence that alternoon, we
soomed up and down the streets Tookmg for
our hotel, the Novolwid, aawd then adl live
vehicles converged onit 1t wasa™t the Ritz,
but it was adeguate. i

The bovs imaediately set about naking
paper ghdees o By ol the foanh flom
batcony_ and stronge competitions far






